Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 145043 

44 

ORIGIN SS-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CCO-OO SSO-OO ( ISO ) R 
66650 

DRAFTED BY:S/S-0: RB MCMULLEN 
7/5/74 31530 

APPROVED BY: S/S-O: RF.T.TZ 

020554 

O 051355Z JUL 74 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY MADRID IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 145043 

FOR AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY 

FOLLOWING REPEAT SECSTATE 145043 ACTION PARIS INFO LONDON 
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QUOTE UNCLAS STATE 145043 

TOSEC321, 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:OVIP(KISSINGER) 

SUBJECT:PRESS MATERIAL 

LONDON FOR AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY 

1. HEREWITH FULL TEXT LESLIE H. GELB BYLINER, NEW YORK 
TIMES, 7/4/74, HEADLINED: SCHLESINGER REBUTS KISSINGER 
REMARK, DENIES PENTAGON IMPEDED ARMS TALKS. 

2. SECRETARY OF DEFENSE JAMES R. SCHLESINGER TODAY REJECTED 
AS UNFOUNDED A SUGGESTION BY SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER 
THAT THE PENTAGON HAD IMPEDED PROGRESS TOWARD A FURTHER 
S O VIET -AMERICAN AGREEMENT ON LIMITING OFFENSIVE NUCLEAR 
ARMS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED 
PAGE 02 STATE 145043 

3. "I THINK WE HAVE FIRM CIVILIAN CONTROL," MR. SCHLESINGER 
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SAID AT A NEWS CONFERENCE. HE SPOKE IN RESPONSE TO A QUES- 
TION ABOUT MR. KISSINGER'S STATEMENT AT A NEWS CONFERENCE IN 
MOSCOW TODAY THAT SOVIET AND UNITED STATES LEADERS HAVE TO 
"CONVINCE THEIR MILITARY ESTABLISHMENTS OF THE BENEFITS OF 
RESTRAINT." 

4. THE MILITARY WILL EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS, HE SAID, BUT 
WHEN THE PRESIDENT MAKES A DECISION "THEY WILL SUPPORT 
THAT DECISION." 

5. AT THE SAME TIME, MR. SCHLESINGER SOUGHT TO DISPEL 
REPORTS OF DISAGREEMENTS AND PROBLEMS WITH THE ADMINISTRA- 
TION WITH REGARD TO THE NUCLEAR-ARMS NEGOTIATIONS. 

6. "I FULLY ENDORSE WHAT HAS TAKEN PLACE AND I CONSIDER 
IT SIGNIFICANT," MR. SCHLESINGER SAID. 

7. HE SAID THAT "ANYTHING THAT CAN SUSTAIN THIS DIALOGUE 
IS A DESIRABLE DEVELOPMENT," BUT HE ADDED THAT IT WAS A 
"FRAGILE DEVELOPMENT" AS WELL. 

8. THE KISSINGER AND SCHLESINGER NEWS CONFERENCES WERE 
HELD AGAINST A BACKDROP OF RELIABLE REPORTS OF INCREASING 
TENSION BETWEEN THE TWO SECRETARIES. IN THE EYES OF 
INFORMED OFFICIALS, THEY SEEM TO BE DRIFTING TOWARD A 
CONFRONTATION THAT NEITHER CONSIDERS WISE BUT THAT CONTINUES 
TO BE FUELED BY PUBLIC KISSINGER CRITICISM OF THE PENTAGON 
AND PUBLIC ALTHOUGH VEILED PENTAGON RESPONSE. 

9. IOINING IN THE SCHLESINGER NEWS CONFERENCE WAS FRED 

C. IKLE, HEAD OF THE ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY, 
WHO ALSO EXPRESSED APPROVAL OF WHAT HAD BEEN ACCOMPLISHED 
IN MOSCOW. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT NUCLEAR ARMS ISSUES 
WERE COMPLEX AND MOVED SLOWLY. 

10. IN THEIR PREPARED REMARKS AND IN REPLIES TO QUESTIONS, 

BOTH MR. SCHLESINGER AND MR. IKLE STRESSED WHAT THEY 
DESCRIBED AS THE PROCEDURAL BREAKTHROUGHS IN DEALING WITH 
MOSCOW ON THE PROPOSED TREATY TO BAN UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR 
TESTS OF A MAGNITUDE ABOVE 150 KILOTONS-EQUIVALENT TO THE 
EXPLOSIVE FORCE OF 150,000 TONS OF TNT— EXCEPT FOR EXPLO- 
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SIONS DESIGNED FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES. 

1 1 . MR. IKLE SAID THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAD AGREED TO DES- 
IGNATE TEST AREAS IN ADVANCE, TO EXCHANGE GEOLOGICAL DATA 
TO ALLOW BETTER MEASUREMENT OF WEAPONS-YIELD AND TO FIRE 
TWO "CALIBRATING SHOTS" SO THAT STANDARDS COULD BE SET. 

12. HE SAID AN UNWRITTEN AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED TO 
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ALLOW OBSERVERS FROM THE OTHER SIDE TO WITNESS 
"PEACEFUL" EXPLOSIONS. BUT THIS IS AN AGREEMENT IN PRINCI- 
PLE. EFFORTS TO TRANSLATE IT INTO AN ACTUAL ACCORD ARE YET 
TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY SOVIET AND AMERICAN NEGOTIATORS. 


13. IN THE PAST, THE SOVIET UNION HAS OPPOSED PROPOSALS 
FOR ON-SITE INSPECTION, ALTHOUGH IT MADE A NEGOTIATING 
OFFER OF TWO OR THREE SITES DURING THE UNSUCCESSFUL 
ATTEMPTS IN THE EARLY NINETEEN-SIXTIES TO NEGOTIATE A 
BAN ON UNDERGROUND TESTS IN ADDITION TO THE BAN ON TESTS 
IN THE ATMOSPHERE, SPACE AND UNDER THE SEA. THAT OFFER 
WAS IN RESPONSE TO AN AMERICAN PROPOSAL OF EIGHT SITES. 

14. ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE NOW PROPOSED TREATY TO LIMIT 
UNDERGROUND TESTS, MR. SCHLESINGER CAREFULLY BALANCED HIS 
REMARKS. ON ONE HAND, HE SAID THAT BOTH SIDES WOULD BE 
ABLE TO COMPLETE THEIR CURRENT WEAPONS-TESTING PROGRAMS IN 
THE 21 MONTHS BEFORE THE TREATY TAKES EFFECT. ON THE 

OTHER HAND, HE MAINTAINED THE TREATY "WILL TEND TO CONSTRAIN 
FURTHER OPTIMIZATION" OF NEW NUCLEAR WARHEADS. 

15. THE BULK OF THE NEWS CONFERENCE, HOWEVER, WAS 
DEVOTED TO QUESTIONS ABOUT REPORTED SPLITS WITHIN THE 
ADMINISTRATION OVER HOW TO APPROACH FURTHER NUCLEAR-ARMS 
LIMITATION AGREEMENTS WITH MOSCW. MR. SCHLESINGER, 

A HIGH OFFICIAL LATER EXPLAINED, WAS "CAUGHT" ON THIS 
ISSUE AND "FUDGED" HI ANSWERS TO AVOID A CONFRONTATION 
WITH THE PRESIDENT AND MR. KISSINGER. 

16. IN HIS OPENING REMARKS, MR. SCHLESINGER SIMPLY SAID 
THAT THE PENTAGON "HAD REGISTERED ITS VIEWS THROUGH THE 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL SYSTEM," THE PENTAGON POSITION 
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HAS BEEN THAT THE UNITED STATES SHOULD AVOID AGREEMENTS IN 
MOSCOW THAT MIGHT PRECLUDE OR REDUCE PRESSURES FOR A 
MORE COMPREHENSIVE AGREEMENT AT A LATER POINT. 

17. MR. SCHLESINGER WAS NOT OPPOSED TO MR. KISSINGER S 
IDEA OF SEEKING AN AGREEMENT IN MOSCOW THAT WOULD LIMIT 
FUTURE SOVIET DEPLOYMENT OF MULTIPLE NUCLEAR WARHEADS, AS 
MIRV'S IN RETURN FOR A CEILING ON AMERICAN MIRV'S. BUT 
INFORMED SOURCES HAVE SAID THAT MR. SCHLESINGER WANTED 
ANY AGREEMENT REACHED IN MOSCOW TO HOLD OPEN PROSPECTS FOR 
A BROADER ACCORD. 

18. THE CURRENT INTERIM AGREEMENT ON LIMITING OFFENSIVE 
NUCLEAR ARMS EXPIRES IN 1977 AND ENCOMPASSES ONLY MISSILES. 
MR. SCHLESINGER S VIEW, THE SOURCES SAID, WAS THAT EXTEN- 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


SION OF THIS AGREEMENT WOULD LEAD TO AN ACCELERATED ARMS 
RACE IN AREAS NOT COVERED BY THE ACCORD, SUCH AS LONG-RANGE 

BOMBERS AND FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS IN MISSILES. 

19. MR. KISSINGER'S POSITION, HIGH OFFICIALS HAVE 
SAID, WAS THAT SOVIET LEADERS WOULD NOT ACCEPT THIS 
APPROACH AND THAT WASHINGTON'S IMMEDIATE AIM SHOULD BE 
TO SEEK LIMITS ON MIRV DEPLOYMENTS. THESE SAME OFFICIALS 
SAID THAT MR. NIXON FLEW TO MOSCOW WITHOUT A BASIC 
RECONCILIATION OF THE KISSINGER-SCHLESINGER POSITIONS. 

20. MR. SCHLESINGER SEEMED TO DENY THIS REPORT IN A CARE- 
FULLY WORDED RESPONSE TO A QUESTION. HE SAID THAT BEFORE 
THE PRESIDENT LEFT, "THERE WAS AN UNDERSTANDING ACROSS 
THIS ADMINISTRATION OF A GENERAL APPROACH'' THAT THE 
PRESIDENT WOULD TAKE. 

21. THIS ANSWER APPEARED TO LEAVE OPEN TO INTERPRETATION 
OF EXACTLY WHAT COURSE OF ACTION THE PRESIDENT MIGHT 
PURSUE IN HIS DIRECT TALKS WITH SOVIET LEADERS. ON 

THIS POINT, HOWEVER, MR. SCHLESINGER SAID "WE WERE KEPT 
CURRENTLY INFORMED." 

22. IN RESPONSE TO ANOTHER QUESTION, HE SAID THAT THE 
PENTAGON HAD NOT TAKEN A "FIRM POSITION" WITH REGARD TO 
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A COMPREHENSIVE ACCORD AND WOULD WELCOME EITHER A BROAD 
OR A LIMITED AGREEMENT. 

23. ASKED WHY NO AGREEMENT WAS REACHED IN MOSCOW, HE 
FIRST ANSWERED THAT THERE WAS NO BASIS FOR ACCORD "IN 
DETAILED TERMS," BUT LATER ALSO SAID THERE WAS NOT "AS YET 
AN ADEQUATE CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING" EITHER. 

24. MR. SCHLESINGER, HOWEVER, DID UNDERLINE ONE IMPORTANT 
AREA OF AGREEMENT WITH MR. KISSINGER. THIS MORNING MR. 
KISSINGER EXPRESSED MISGIVINGS ABOUT CONTINUED NUCLEAR- 
ARMS COMPETITION. 

25. THIS AFTERNOON MR. SCHLESINGER SAID THAT MORE COMPE- 
TITION "SERVES NO FURTHER PURPOSE" AND THAT THE LEVELS 

OF NUCLEAR FORCES "ALREADY REACHED ARE UNNECESSARILY HIGH." 

26. HE SAID THAT THE RESULTS OF THE MOSCOW SUMMIT MEETING 
WOULD NOT LEAD HIM TO RECOMMEND EITHER A SPEED-UP OR 

A SLOWDOWN IN CURRENT AMERICAN RESEARCH-AND-DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMS ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS. (END TEXT) SISCO 
UNQUOTE SISCO 
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